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EDITORIAL

Welcome to this first issue of the newsletter.The aim of
producing this bimonthly publication is to open up the
branch to more members who hopefully will not only attend
the monthly meetings with more regularity but also increase
communication amongst individuals,their collections etc.
How many other members collections have you seen?

There are over one hundred registered members with the
branch but attendances only average about fifty.Tell us

why you don't come: Are the meetings to technical?.Is it
too far to come?.No transport?.

'ne success of the newsletter does depend on everyone.If
members would like to write articles on any aspect of the
hobby I would oanly be too glad tc print as many as possible.
The layout of articles in this first issue have been put
together with the aim of producing a balanced blend to

cater for beginners and exyperts alike.

Would members please note that anything concerned with
the newsletter contact Les Pearcy and any other queries
contact Geoff Bailey.Telephone numbers and addresses on

page 1.

Remember the success of this venture depends on you.

Les Pearcy.



EARLY FLOWERS Harold Gaulton

In the early months of the year most collections have little
to show in the way of flowers.There are usually a few plants
flowering,the odd Mammillaria,Crassula,Echev‘ria'etc.,nowever
one group of plants not often encountered in most collections
are the Rat-Tailed cacti which can bring a real splash of
colour in these dull days.Although most of them are not very
exciting when owt of flower when they are in bloom there is
nothing to touch them.Why not try a few Aporocactus(The common
Rat Tail Cactus),they can be hung from the roof out of the way
and you will have a lovely show of flowerslasting over several
weeks at a time when there is little else in bloom.To give
even more colour and variety why not try the hybrid Aporophyll-
ums.These are crosses between the Aporocactus and Epiphylliums,
having the habit of the rat-tails but with much larger flowers
borne in profusion.There is a large variety of these plants
available from specialist nurseries,quite inexpensive to buy.,
They respond to a little love and feed and they will respond
with an exciting show of flowers.Cultivation is easy,no real
problems are apparant althouzh with a little extra heat the
flowering can be expected quite early,I usually have flowers
starting in February through Marci and April.I realise that
some collectors shun hybrids,but where would our gardens be
without our hybrid roses,annuals and hebaceous rlants,full of
dog-roses,dandelions and daisies etc.,so why be a purist in
the greenhouse.

If your interest has been aroused you could go on to the

other epiphytic group,the Rhipsalis and related genera.They
offer a vast range of stem types,mostly with small white
flowers produced in profusion followed by 'mistletoe' like
fruits that persist all through the summer,some changing
colour through the season from orange to deep purple.One such
plant worth trying is Acanthorhipsalis monacantha,a pendant
plant with flat twisted stems with a profusion of orange
flowers,fairly small but followed by a crop of lovely berries
changing their colour through the summer from cream to yellow
orange and finally deep purple when ripe.Cultural requirements
are easy,they are very tolerant of most compost mixes but they
do respond to the addition of some leaf mould or failing that
extra peat.It is essential that it is free draining so add some
grit.In the winter months the plants should be placed in full
light conditions but in the summer months semi-shade is

prefered,but they will tolerate good light.In fact I put mine
outside in summer and the results speak for themselves.
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Rnipsalis crispata. . L ey

Trawn by
Adele Yearcy.

Close-up of R.pilocarpa
flower.Actual size about half
am qnch .
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MY SAVOURT el PLANTS. Les tearcy
Ir tiis and future articles 1 will be aiscussine plants
Lzl sppeal 1o ne,scue easy to grow,some dilrlicult,but all

olfering soiething for ine grower,

Th sl OCACIUS

irelocactus is a zenus of plants of'ten neglected by many
Jactopuiles.Containinzg between ten to ithirty species
(depenaing on whose classification you follow) ol very
attractively spined plants,wnich in general offer few cult
-ural probiems although thney are a lot slower growing than
many other North American cacti.

Flowers can be expected al'ter about t'ive years frowm seed,
although those species in the (sub)genus Gymnocactus will
{lower at a smaller size.

Tne specles most commonly encountered in one lori or another
is T.bicolor.The plant is found over-ca wide area from the
southern states of U.S.A. through to central Mexico,With
tnis range there are obvicusly countless varieties and torus,
some more distinct tnan others e.g.v.bolansis with white
radial spines.

Tne flawers are very attractive being tairly large and bright
-ly coloured,red/purple in the majority of species,alt hough
T.hexaedrophorus,picturea overleaf has winite flowers.

the plants grow quite readily from seed,flowers can be
expected after about five years,but ihe plants ure very
atiractive svan without [lowers.

Have you any plants tnat you want and can't get nold of?
let me know and I will put your wants in the newsletter.
Wno knows someone in the branch might have the plant you've
been after for years,

What do you grow your plants in? Do you water your plants

in the winter? When do you sow your sceds?

A great deal of useful information can be obtained by letting
us know how you grow your plants



Thelocactus bicolor (above)

'nelocactus nexaedrounorus

(below)
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FORTHCOMING EVENTS,

MANCHESTER BRANCH ME&TINGS:

MAY 12th UNUSUAL SUCCULENTS ALAN HART.

This promises to be a most informative meeting by one of the
North West's most knowledgable speakers.Alan grows the more
unusual and rarely seen succulents,his greenhouse being a
veritable wonderland of fabulous plants.

JUNE 9th EUPHORBIAS BILL LLOYD.

Bill has collected Euphorbias for many years and with this
very diverse and large genus to choose from this should be
a very interesting meeting about one of the most popular
genera of succulent plants.

JUNE 2nd Sunday.Branch Quting to York.

Coach leaving Manchester around 9am.First stop York itself

to drop off people wishing to explore the sights of this
historic city.¥irst nursery visit Walkers to the east of York.,
Then to Cruck Cottage at Pickering and finally to Whitestone
Gardens at Thirsk.Returning via York to pick up sightseers
and arriving back in Manchester about 9pm. Purther details

at the next meeting or from Geoff PRailey.

OTHER LOCAL EVENTS:

Bolton & District Cactus Society.

May 15th Unusual Succulents Alan Hart.

June 12th Mini=-Show & Quiz

Meetinge held in the Small Lecture Fall,Central Library,Bolton.

Warrington Branch.

May 9th Plant Auction

June 6th Road From Nevada To Alamos Clive Innes.

July 11th Trip To Canada Bill Stevens.

Meetings held in Meeting Lane Leisure Centre,Penketh,Warrington.

Mid Cheshire Branch.

May 2nd Succulents For Cactophiles Ian Robinson.

July 4th The Wouters Collection Neville Vernon.

Meetings held in Queen St.Institute,Micdlewich,Cheshire.




SHOWING YCUR _PLANTS FETHR BINT.

Do you enjoy growing your plants? Toes it give you pleasure to
gaze round at other people's collections? These are two of the
necessary ingedients which will inspire you to enter the world
of showing your plants.I look for any opportunity to visit
fellow cactorniles and succulentophiles to browse around their
greentiouses.Even in the smallest collections thereare many
plants which deserve praise and attention.

Showing your plants at an organised show is only an extension
of visiting others or being visited by themi.You may ask why go
to all the fuss o!f carting plants hither & thither when people
could visit you just as easily,but that is only a partial truth.
Just imagine how many people would be deprived of the pleasure
of musing over your pride &joy because they were ignorant of
your existence.At any show a large number of visitors have no
connection with our society but their comments show the enormous
aprreciation they possess at being allowed to share the varied
beauty that our plants exhibit.

Many people,on being encouraged to participate in one of our
shows,immediately become totally defensive."My plants are not
good enough" or "I'll grow them for another year" or"You don't
really need my plants" are a small example of the reasons I
have heard for not entering a show.They are hollow statements
really.If you areproud of what you grow then why not show that
pride.I zappreciate the fact that only a few plants can win
prizes but it is those plants that do not win that make the
show worthwhile.It would be a paltry exhibition that possessed
only three entries per class throughout the entire show.So
please don't hide under that sort of an umbrella.

'"What do I need to know in order to exhibit my plants".That is
the crux of the matter really.The simple reply to that is:-
plants that look in good condition.Sgreed,it is notquite so
straightforward as that but it is 95/ of the answer.let's have

a slightly deeper look into the requirements for successful
showing-not prize winning but simply making people want to look
at your plants and want to own some like them.The main emphasis
is on having your plants in the prime of condition.That entails
making sure that they are growing happily ysomething you will
be doing anyway.If your plants are enjoying life they will
exhibit this quulity through their spine colouration and
strength, their glossy coats etc.Added to this your plants are
greatly enhanced if they show signs of having flowered or being
in flower.Fqually important is the obvious necessity of keeping
your plants free from any form of pests & diseases.Maturity is
is an important factor also.What do we mean by maturity? We
cannot possibly compare our greenhouse specimens with their
wild counterparts which have spent many years comoing to a slow




state of adultnood.no,it is a relative state of existence in
all honesty.A relatively easy way of judging maturity of a

plant within a class is to enter plants that are reasonably
close to the maximum pot size stated for the class.Flowering

is also another siga that a plant has aquired an adult status.
Added to all this is the way you present your plants on the show
bench.Your plants are enhanced if they are in cliean pots,suitable
to the size of the specimen growing therein.Flant & container
should complement each other.Also worthy of consideration at
tnis point is the position of the plant in the pot.A covering

of grit over the soil looks Zood ,prevents over rapid evaporation
of water from the surface ol the soil and eradicates totally

the growth ol moss and algae which make the soil surface look
unsightly.Another small but worthwhile consideration is to have
your plant labelled correctly.If you experience any difficulty
with naming your plant there those in-the branch who will gladly
assist you in your predicament.

Having made use of these few tips you are well on the way to
entering lovely plants in any show.There are other considerations
to bear in mind,but these will be dealt with in a later edition
of the newsletter.They are important but merit only a small per
-centage ol the judgés attention.I would like 3o think that
these few clues to showing will have cleared away some of the
myths that exist about shews and showing.

SioWING CACTT FROM SiwD. BRIAN FrARN, ABB£Y BROOK CACTUS NURSERY

1o be successiul you umust try lo imitate the conditions in

which the plamts grow naturally.Cacti are nearly always found

under scrub or small bushes,on rocky slopes or on level ground

where the soil is porous.This is because:

1)The slope and porous soil praovide adequate drainage.

2)The scrub providessBhade for the seedlings and young plants.

3)The rocks radiate warmth a t night and the crevices between
them trap pockets of humid air.

When to sow:If you do not have a heated propagator,the best
Time to sow is in spring,ie.from March to the end of May.Do
not sow later than this as the seedlings will not be large
enough to stand the following winter.If you have a heated prop
—agator or a warm window-sill (do not wuse the airing cupboard)
you can sow at any time of the year,but January and February
are the best months.
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Compost:We can recommend the following composts;
Bither 1)Equal parts Fisons Levington potting compost and
coarse lime free sand.
or 2)one part John Inues No.l or 2 and 1/4 part lime-free
sand

Sowing:Fill the seed trays or shallow pot sto within 1/4" of
the top with the compost and level the surface,removing any la
large lumps.Water with a watering can fitted with a fine rose.
Scatter the seed thinly on the surface oif the damp compost.
Large seeds Can be spaced out & light lypressed level with
surface using a4 pencil.Cactus seeds need light before they
will germinate,so do not cover the seeds with compost and do
not put the containers in a dark gupboaré.
Temperature:Temperatures of 60-7C" are best for germination.
Once the seedlings are 2-3 weeks old normal growing temperatur
-es are adequate.
Germination:The percentage of seeds that germinate depends on
the species,age of the seed a d temperature,but there should
be signs of germination in 2-3 weeks.A few seeds may be slow
to germinate and seedlings may not appear until 2-3 months
after sowing.
Watering:If possible water with a fine mist sprayor place the
container in asaucer and water from below.Never let the compos
dry out,p rticularly before germination has taken place,of the
germinating sceds will be killed.Conversely,do not allow the
compost to become waterlogged either,eise the seeds will rot.
After germination keep the soil moist-not too wet,not too dry.

During the first winter the seedlings can be kept completely
dry in a minimum temperature of 45V,

Care of tne young seedlingsKeep the container in an airy

place to prevent 'damping ofi'.Shade the seedlings with a
single thickness of tissue or newspaper forthe first two
months, then avoid direct sunlizht for a further 6 months.After
that time treat as adult plauts.Try to ensure tha seedlings
remain a nealtny deep green(or occasionally brownish) colous-
a bright red colour inaicates tiat too much light has been giv
givengthin,spindly pale green seedlings reults from too little
1i ht.

Transplanting:Do not transplant seadlings until they begin to
touch one another in the container.If in doubt,leave the seedl
-lings in the same container tor 1 yearand do not transplat
untili the spring of the second year.lhey will come to no harm
even il they look overcrowdwd.
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Allan Campbell.

Mammillaria Wordsearch.
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GEMINISPINA

ERN®SITIT

PLUMOSA
NIOICA

GOIDII

can you find the following Mammillarias in the above squares.
REKOI

MY STAX

SABOAE

SOLISIOIDES

"NTA
GRACILIS
LAUI

I

TETRANCISTRA
YAQUENSIS

HAHNTANA
INGENS

ZKEITMANNIANA

THERESAE

ZEPHYRANTHOIDES
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